THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Organisations and political parties work under the order
of the National Council of Defence, which shows a ful
ratification of their confidence in us, and a fervent desir<
that the hope of peace which we pursue may become 2
reality in the immediate future, for the good of Spain.

"At no time has this National Council of Defence
dropped the idea for which it was constituted. The
Spanish people knows this and for this reason we can
assure them that everything will be carried out according
to our wishes, which are no other, we repeat, than the
war should be ended as soon as possible and that peace
should be quickly made for the good of the country.
The magnificent example which we are giving to the
world, a sign of conciliation and mutual respect, should
be taken into account by all. And it is for this reason
that those behind the lines in our zone who wish for
peace for the reconstruction of Spain should listen to no
orders but those which come from the National Council of
Defence.

"All Spaniards are convinced of the reality of our
intentions. Our continual contact with public opinion
has made the confidence which was given to us on the
5th of March more effective. We will do our part to
balance this trust from the citizens of Spain and we
ourselves will not avoid the fulfilment of our duties. For
that reason, only official orders must find an echo in the
popular conscience.

"I speak to all Spaniards, confident that my sincere
words will serve to calm everybody. In putting myself
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